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Shoreline Master Program Selected Definitions 
 
Ecological functions or shoreline functions.  Ecological functions or shoreline functions means work 
performed or the role played by the physical, chemical, and biological processes that contribute to the 
maintenance of the aquatic and terrestrial environments that constitute the shoreline’s natural ecosystem.   
Ecosystem-wide processes.  The suite of naturally occurring physical and geologic processes of erosion, 
transport, and deposition; and specific chemical processes that shape landforms within a specific shoreline 
ecosystem and determine both the types of habitat and the associated ecological functions. 
“Must” means a mandate; the action is required. 
Nonwater-oriented uses. Those uses that are not water-dependent, water-related, or water-enjoyment. 
“Shall” means a mandate; the action must be done. 
“Should“ means that the particular action is required unless there is a demonstrated, compelling reason, 
based on policy of The Shoreline Management Act and WAC 173-26, against taking the action. 
Shorelands or shoreland areas.   Those lands extending landward for two hundred feet in all directions as 
measured on a horizontal plane from the ordinary high water mark; floodways and contiguous floodplain 
areas landward two hundred feet from such floodways; and all wetlands and river deltas associated with the 
streams and lakes which are subject to the provisions of this chapter; the same to be designated as to 
location by the Department of Ecology. 
Shorelines.  All of the water areas of the state, including reservoirs, and their associated shorelands, 
together with the lands underlying them, except  

1. Shorelines of statewide significance;  
2. Shorelines on segments of streams upstream of a point where the mean annual flow is twenty cubic 

feet per second or less and the wetlands associated with such upstream segments; and  
3. Shorelines on lakes less than twenty acres in size and wetlands associated with such small lakes.  

Shoreline areas and shoreline jurisdiction.  All “shorelines of the state” and “shorelands.”   
Shorelines of statewide significance.  The following are shorelines of the state: 

1. Those lakes, whether natural, artificial, or a combination thereof, with a surface acreage of one 
thousand acres or more measured at the ordinary high water mark;  

2. Those natural rivers or segments east of the crest of the Cascade range downstream of a point where 
the annual flow is measured at two hundred cubic feet per second or more, or those portions of rivers 
east of the crest of the Cascade range downstream from the first three hundred square miles of 
drainage area, whichever is longer; and 

3. Those shorelands associated with 1 and 2, above. 
Shorelines of the state.  Total of all “shorelines” and “shorelines of statewide significance” within the state.   
Water-dependent use. A use or portion of a use which cannot exist in a location that is not adjacent to the 
water and which is dependent on the water by reason of the intrinsic nature of its operations. 
Water-enjoyment use.  A recreational use or other use that facilitates public access to the shoreline as a 
primary characteristic of the use; or a use that provides for recreational use or aesthetic enjoyment of the 
shoreline for a substantial number of people as a general characteristic of the use and which through location, 
design, and operation ensures the public's ability to enjoy the physical and aesthetic qualities of the shoreline. 
In order to qualify as a water-enjoyment use, the use must be open to the general public and the shoreline-
oriented space within the project must be devoted to the specific aspects of the use that fosters shoreline 
enjoyment. 
Water-oriented use.  Any water-dependent, water-related, or water-enjoyment use.   
Water-related use.  A use or portion of a use which is not intrinsically dependent on a waterfront location but 
whose economic viability is dependent upon a waterfront location because: 

1. The use has a functional requirement for a waterfront location such as the arrival or shipment of 
materials by water or the need for large quantities of water; or 

2. The use provides a necessary service supportive of the water-dependent uses and the proximity of 
the use to its customers makes its services less expensive and/or more convenient.  
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Water-Oriented Use 

 
According to Ecology’s SMP Guidelines (WAC173-26-020), “water-oriented use means a use that is water-
dependent, water-related, or water-enjoyment, or a combination of such uses.”  The Shoreline Management Act 
promotes uses that are “unique to or dependent upon use of the state's shoreline,” as well as “ports, shoreline 
recreational uses including but not limited to parks, marinas, piers, and other improvements facilitating public 
access to shorelines of the state, industrial and commercial developments which are particularly dependent on 
their location on or use of the shorelines of the state and other development that will provide an opportunity for 
substantial numbers of the people to enjoy the shorelines of the state.” (RCW 90.58.020).  Definitions and 
examples of water-oriented uses are included below: 
 

Water-Oriented Uses Definitions and Examples 

Water-Oriented Use Definitions Examples 

"Water-dependent use" means a use or portion of a 
use which cannot exist in a location that is not adjacent 
to the water and which is dependent on the water by 
reason of the intrinsic nature of its operations. (WAC 
173-26-020(39)) 

Examples of water-dependent uses may include ship 
cargo terminal loading areas, ferry and passenger 
terminals, barge loading facilities, ship building and dry 
docking, marinas, aquaculture, irrigation diversions, 
float plane facilities and sewer outfalls. 

"Water-related use" means a use or portion of a use 
which is not intrinsically dependent on a waterfront 
location but whose economic viability is dependent 
upon a waterfront location because: 
(a) The use has a functional requirement for a 
waterfront location such as the arrival or shipment of 
materials by water or the need for large quantities of 
water; or 
(b) The use provides a necessary service supportive of 
the water-dependent uses and the proximity of the use 
to its customers makes its services less expensive 
and/or more convenient. (WAC 173-26-020(43)) 

Examples of water-related uses may 
include warehousing of goods 
transported by water, fish processing 
plants, hydroelectric generating plants, 
gravel storage when transported by 
barge, oil refineries where transport is by 
tanker, log storage, and potentially 
agriculture and agriculturally related 
water transportation systems. 

"Water-enjoyment use" means a recreational use or 
other use that facilitates public access to the shoreline 
as a primary characteristic of the use; or a use that 
provides for recreational use or aesthetic enjoyment of 
the shoreline for a substantial number of people as a 
general characteristic of the use and which through 
location, design, and operation ensures the public's 
ability to enjoy the physical and aesthetic qualities of 
the shoreline. In order to qualify as a water-enjoyment 
use, the use must be open to the general public and 
the shoreline-oriented space within the project must be 
devoted to the specific aspects of the use that fosters 
shoreline enjoyment. (WAC 173-26-020(40)) 

Primary water-enjoyment uses may 
include, but are not limited to, parks, 
piers and other improvements facilitating 
public access to the shorelines of the 
state; and general water-enjoyment uses 
may include, but are not limited to, 
restaurants (where views or other 
features allowing significant public 
access are provided), museums, 
aquariums, scientific/ecological reserves, 
and resorts/hotels (as part of mixed-use 
development or with significant public 
access or restoration components), and 
commercial/office as part of a mixed-use 
development. 

 

 


